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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 01547 

LIMDIS 


E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, GW, UR 

SUBJECT: GENSCHER ON BREZHNEV VISIT AND SOVIET 
LEADERSHIP 

REFS: (A) BONN 01411; (B) MOSCOW 1212 

1 . DURING MY CALL ON HIM TODAY, FOREIGN MINISTER 
GENSCHER STATED THAT SOVIET AMBASSADOR F ALIN'S JANUARY 
17 CALL ON CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT HAD BEEN THE FIRST 
NOTIFICATION BY MOSCOW THAT BREZHNEV WAS PLANNING TO 
VISIT BONN FROM FEBRUARY 16 TO 19 (REF B). AS HAD 

VAN WELL (REF A), GENSCHER SAID THE FRG HAD NO NEW 
INFORMATION ON BREZHNEV'S HEALTH. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION FROM GENSCHER REGARDING 
THE SITUATION WITHIN THE KREMLIN. I DREW ON REF B, 

NOTING THAT THINGS APPEARED TO BE CALM AND LEADERSHIP 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BONN 01547 262143Z 

ACTIVITIES SEEMED NORMAL. GENSCHER INTERJECTED TO SAY 
THAT THIS APPARENT CALM COULD WELL MEAN A STAGNATION 
IN THE DECISION-MAKING PROCESS. HE THEN CITED WHAT 
HE PERCEIVED TO BE RATHER ODD SOVIET BEHAVIOR IN 
WARNING GABONESE PRESIDENT BONGO , WHO WAS VISITING 
THE FRG, AGAINST TRAVELING TO BERLIN (SEPTEL). HE 
OPINED THAT SOVIET DECISION MAKERS APPEARED TO BE 
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REPEATING THE MISTAKES OF THE FORMER COLONIAL POWERS. 

THIS WAS INDICATIVE OF POOR JUDGMENT ON THEIR PART 
AND WAS NOT A HEALTHY PORTENT FOR THE FUTURE. 

STOESSEL 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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